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Doxa School acknowledges the traditional owners and custodians of the land
upon which our school is situated. We pay our respect to elders, past, present and future for they hold the story, hope and dreaming for all. We affirm
the wisdom of this ancient culture. It reminds us that God’s Word is part of
the whole of creation. This message celebrates reconciliation with God, creation and all people. May we continue to walk the message of love, joy, peace
and reconciliation.
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Doxa School Bendigo is a Catholic Flexible Learning Setting established
to meet the need for an alternative option for education for students
‘at risk’ in the wider Bendigo region.
This school complements
other alternate educational
providers in the region and
it is open to students from
all sectors.

This program aims to re-engage students who are at risk of not
completing their compulsory years of education because of a range of
difficulties that affect their ability to engage in learning in a
mainstream school setting. It provides supported and flexible
education options for vulnerable students 13 years of age and older
whose educational journey has been a challenging one for them.
The Doxa Youth Foundation and the Catholic Education Office of the
Diocese of Sandhurst form the governance of our school. Doxa School
Bendigo educates in the Marist tradition of service to the marginalised
and vulnerable, continuing our relationship in this way with a former
governor, The Marist Brothers.
Our current programs provide for students in years 7 to 12 in
enrolment of 12 months or more to support their re-entry into their
mainstream school or other appropriate educational settings. We also
transition students to vocational pathways. We have a strong focus on
Literacy, Numeracy and Social and Emotional Learning to help our
students build the resilience and confidence they need to take the
next steps towards success on their life’s journey.

We currently have room for up to 50 students to be enrolled in our
community and we are committed to building strong and supportive
relationships with our students and their families, and also the various
organisations and individuals that provide a range of support for
young people in our region.

OUR SCHOOL
Doxa School Bendigo is a Catholic School in the Sandhurst Diocese committed
to the safety of all young people. We uphold and values of our Faith, the
dignity of human life made in the image of God and the right of our young
people to live safely in ours and the wider community.
OUR VISION
To inspire a greater number of young people and families in our community
to reach their full potential through quality leadership and practice.
OUR MISSION
Doxa School Bendigo is a transition school in the Catholic tradition, which
engages young people, their families and the wider community in an
experience of whole person growth.
GRADUATE OUTCOMES
That young people leave the Doxa School community with greater
confidence as independent learners and being more emotionally self-aware
and better able to manage themselves as they undertake their future
pathways.

Welcome to the Doxa School Bendigo community, a community that values
diversity and the potential of all young people. Doxa School is a specialist setting
that aims to create a Safe, Kind and Curious environment to support the complex
learning, social and emotional needs of our student community.
We are proudly Catholic and our Catholic Identity is one of the key pillars of our
school model. The other pillars are Choice Theory, Trauma Sensitive Practice and
Social and Emotional Literacy. These four pillars support a Whole Person, Student
Centred approach to all our work.
One of the keys to our young people
experiencing success in the Doxa School
Program is the partnership with our Parents
and Carers. We understand that to provide
the opportunity for our students to achieve
their goals and to be the best they can be
we need a team approach to supporting
them.
Many of our students access support from a
variety of individuals and organisations and
we, at Doxa School are open to working
with outside agencies and professionals to work as a team to achieve the best
outcomes for our students, understanding that as a team we are able bring a
broad range of skills and expertise to the support plans that surround our
students.
I am proud to lead a team of educational and wellbeing professionals that is
focussed on supporting your child’s educational, emotional, personal and social
growth. I am also confident that, as members of the Doxa School community, you
will have an experience of education for your child that is supportive, provides a
high level of care for all aspects of their development and is open, inclusive and
welcoming of the young people that enrol with Doxa School, their families and
support structures.
I look forward to our partnership in supporting your child, and each other, as we
undertake together, the sacred task of preparing your
child for the future as a happy and whole young person
ready to take their place as citizens in their communities.

John Russell
Principal

Term Dates 2022:

Term 1:

Feb 2nd - April 8th

Term 2:

April 26th - June 24th

Term 3:

July 11th - September 16th

Term 4:

October 3rd - December 20th

Public Holidays 2022:

New Years Day:

January 1st

Australia Day:

January 26th

Labour Day:

March 14th

Good Friday:

April 15th

Easter Monday:

April 17th

Anzac Day:

April 25th

Queens Birthday:

June 13th

AFL Grand Final Holiday:

September 30th

Bendigo Cup:

October 26th

ILP Meetings:

Term 1:

To be confirmed

Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:
ILP meetings have been modified in 2020 in response to COVID-19.

STATEMENT OF DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPALS
The VRQA Minimum Standards for School Registration includes a standard
concerning the school’s adherence to Australian democratic principles and
practice.
This standard is as follows:
The programs of, and teaching in, a school must support and promote the
principles and practice of Australian democracy, including a commitment to:
•

elected Government;

•

the rule of law;

•

equal rights for all before the law;

•

freedom of religion;

•

freedom of speech and association;

•

the values of openness and tolerance.

Doxa School Bendigo is committed to the principles of a
Liberal Democracy.
•

We believe in an accountable, democratically elected government.

• We respect and observe the rule of law, and believe that no person is
above the law.
• We believe in equal rights for all before the law, regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion, sexuality, gender or other attributes.

• We believe not only in the freedom of religion, but also the need to
practice tolerance and understanding of others' beliefs.
• We believe in the value of freedom of speech and freedom of association,
but also acknowledge that we have the responsibility not to abuse this
freedom.
•

We believe in the values of openness and tolerance, and value and

respect all members of the school community regardless of background.

Doxa School Bendigo is a Child Safe community committed to
providing an environment that is true to the values of our
schoolwide expectations: being Safe, Kind and Curious.
We promote care for all individuals in the school community and this
is reflected in our support of students to learn to understand and
regulate their own behaviour.
At Doxa School we expect that all
members of the community do
their very best to keep themselves
and their fellow community
members SAFE. We do this by
being mindful of our Behaviours
and our Words

Being Kind is an important part of
belonging to the Doxa School Community.
The way we respond to and treat others is
important and goes a long way to making
others in our community feel welcome
and valued. Kindness is a gift to give and
wonderful to receive.

Being Curious is the best way to learn.
By being Curious we learn more about
ourselves and others as well as the
world around us. Sometimes we need to
take a risk because having the courage
to be Curious is sometimes hard, but if
we take that risk safely we can learn so
much.

Student Absences:
If your child is ill or unable to attend school it is important that you
contact the school office to inform the school.
This can be done through the office phone (5442 8140), the school
mobile (0417 108 870) or through the school Facebook page.
Please ensure your message is clear as to who is absent. If the school
office hasn't been contacted by 10:00am our Administration Officer
will make contact with parents/carers to clarify the student’s
absence.
Sign In/Out:
All visitors to the school as well as students who enter or leave the
school outside of normal times are required to sign in or out as
appropriate. This is done through the Ipad in the entry foyer or by
the Administration Officer through the SIMON Kiosk. Parents who
wish to exit their child early should make contact with the School
Office to confirm this and sign their child out or give permission for
the student to leave under specific circumstances.
Breakfast Club:
Doxa School doesn't have a canteen but we provide daily Breakfast,
Morning Tea and also Lunch on a regular basis. We do encourage
students to bring their lunch and snacks to school, but we do provide
fruit and snack food as well. We do our best to ensure our students
do not go hungry.
Grievance Procedures:
Doxa School understands that community members have the right to
have grievances addressed as they arise. Most issues that arise can
be addressed by making contact with your child’s teacher or
wellbeing support worker, or through contact with the office or the
principal. If the issue is of a serious nature or the student or other
community member feels that another approach to resolution is
needed, this can be accommodated. We believe that all grievances
should be dealt with fairly and with due process. The schools Policy
regarding Grievance Handling Procedures can be found on our
Website.

Immunisations:
Each year Doxa School organises Immunisations through Bendigo
Community Health as a support for families in keeping our young
people up to date with all immunisations requirements. Information
regarding immunisations will be posted on our Website, in
Newsletters and on our Facebook page when they are coming up.

Newsletters:
School Newsletters are produced twice a term and are sent to families
via email, our Website, and through Facebook. Parents/cares should
keep in touch with the various means of accessing the Newsletter to
keep up with the day to day happenings in our wonderful community.

Reporting Student Progress:
Each term parents are invited to attend Individual Learning Plan
meetings. These meetings are opportunities for parents/carers to
participate in discussions addressing their student’s goals and
learning progress. It is here that parents are formally kept up to date
with the progress of their child. Each semester a formal written report
is presented to parents/carers. It is the habit of our Teaching and
Wellbeing teams that contact with parents/carers happens often
throughout each term providing informal opportunities for
information regarding student progress to be reported on regularly.

Public Transport /Conveyance Allowance:
Doxa School is a Specialist Setting which means students are able to
travel by public or school bus transport past other schools to attend
and are still eligible for Conveyance Allowance. The school is happy to
support families who are eligible for supported transport to and from
school and this information will be provided to parents on enrolment
at Doxa School.
We have students who travel from a variety of places throughout
Central Victoria and they use school buses, public buses and trains.
Whatever your families needs may be with regard to transport to and
from school please contact the school to seek support if required.

Elective Program:
Doxa School provides an Elective Program that offers opportunities for
students to participate in a variety of activities that may include Art
and Craft Activities, Sport, Gym, Bike Riding, Computer Games, Board
Games, Outdoor Activities and Cooking. Elective activities are planned
by the responsible staff member/s. Electives are small group activities
and may be undertaken on-site or off-site depending on the activity.
Elective activities provide an opportunity for students to interact with a
range of students, experience community engagement at a range of
venues and provide learning environments that encourage engagement
and different experiences.

Camps and Excursions:
Doxa School provides opportunities for all students to participate in
learning experiences via Incursions, Excursions and Camps. The School
offers a range of activities to cater for the various needs of our
vulnerable students. Incursions and excursions are experiential
learning activities that are provided on-site, locally or within a
manageable travel distance. Incursions may include visiting speakers,
wildlife exhibits, artists and others. Excursions may include Theatre
trips, Football or other sport experiences, various activities in
Melbourne and other centres.
The school offers an overnight camp program that endeavours to cater
for a range of student abilities to participate. Camps can range from
one to three over-night stays and be inter-state, regional or local with a
focus on providing opportunities that allow as many students as
possible to join in to the best of their ability.
All camps and excursions are free of any extra costs to families.

Parent Engagement:
Doxa School values our relationships, particularly with our families and
Parents and Carers. This partnership is crucial in the support we
provide together for our students and children. Our community prides
itself on being a welcoming one that is safe for all those connected to
us. We provide a range of opportunities for parents/carers to join us in
supporting their child’s learning, social and emotional growth, and in
celebrating their successes.
As well as formal meetings we conduct family dinners and morning
teas, parents and carers are welcome to visit our Doxa Café and we
love to see our families support their students at our annual awards
evening

Policies:
The following Policies can be found on our website.


Positive Behaviour Support Policy



Child Safety Policy



Child Safe Code of Conduct



Staff and Students Professional Boundaries



Mandatory Reporting



PROTECT: Responding to Abuse Policy



Failure to Disclose Policy



Failure to Protect Policy



Grooming Policy



Complaints and Grievances Policy



Enrolment Policy



Exclusion & Termination of Enrolment Policy



Learning and Teaching Policy



Assessment and Reporting Policy



Privacy Policy

Other information:


General Information



Program information



Annual Reports to the School Community



Newsletters

Handy Links:
http://www.ceosand.catholic.edu.au

https://doxa.org.au
https://ccds.org.au/
https://www.anglicarevic.org.au
http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/home

